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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I deal  briefly  in  this  report  v;ith  matters  within  my 
responsibility  regarding  public  health  and  preventive  medicine. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  

Registrar  General's  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value  

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

• ••  •••  ••• 

of  population 

• ••• 

• ••  ••• 

• ••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • V 

• • • 

i^9,728 

8,020 

2,456 

£34,310 

£ 133 

VIT:^_ 

STAT  I3T  ICS 

Males 

Fernands  Total 

Births  - Legitimate 

58 

61 

1 19 

Illegitimate 

A 

4 

8 

Total 

62 

65 

127 

Rate  for 
District 

Rate 

for  England 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  

15.8 

15.8 

Death  Rate  

9.2 

11  .6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births  

47.  2 

29.  8 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

" " lung,  bronchus 

breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 


1 

1 

5 

hr 

6 
2 


2 

2 

1 


Carried  forward 

-1- 


19 


16 


rOvo  CM 
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Causes  of  Death  continued  ; 


Males  Females 


19  16 

3 10 

2 5 
1 

3 
1 
2 

1 

k if 

1 
1 


37  36 


PUBLIC  liEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - J.  Young,  M.B,,  Ch.B,,  D.P.H.,  Camb. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire  and 
Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  vi/hich  this  District  is  included. 

Sanitary  Inspector  - A. 3,  Sweeting,  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspector's  Examination  Joint 
Board.  Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Member  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Association. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor  and  is  a whole  time 
officer . 


Brought  forward 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Suicide 


LA^RAT^Y_PACILITIF3 

The  following  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  during  1950 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


PR3VAL3NCS  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IllFSCTIOUS 
AND  OTffFR  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  195,0 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

13 

.... 

Measles 

33 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 
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AGS  GROUPS 

Disoase  I Under!  1_  !2  i3  i4  ^5  M 0 = ^ I 35  ' ^5  ■ 65  and 

1 I 2 b I 4 i 5 pO  ; T5  : 35  I 43  ^ ^5  ' over 


Scarlet  fever  - \ - \ 1 \ 2 \ 3 l3  \ ^ I ^ I “ 

Measles  1 !2;-j7^4M81- 

Whooping  Cough  2 !6j4i2l5;5  “'  “i  “ 'I 

Pneumonia  - - 1 

Dysentery  - j-i-i-i-ll,-! 


The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year  was 
light . 

The  Scarlet  fever  cases  were  of  a mild  type.  Measles 
is  now  often  more  severe  in  children  than  Scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the 
year.  The  immunisation  scheme  which  was  inaugurated  by  the 
Council  is  now  carried  on  by  the  County  Council  and  particulars 
are  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  of  the  number  of  children 
who  were  immunised  during  the  year. 


Tuberculos is 


■ AG3 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

GROUPS 

Pulmonary 

; Non-pu 

Imonary 

Pulmonary  Ncn-pulmonary 

M 

,j P 

i M 

F 

’ M P M P 

1 - 
5 - 

5 

15 

1 

- 

i 1 

- 

15  - 

25 

- 

- 

1 

- 

: - - - - • 

25  - 

35 

_ 

^ 1 

- 

- 

_ i _ 

35  - 

45 

- 

- 

i 

- 

^ _ 

45  - 

65 

1 

- 

1 

- 

I _ 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  3'lst  December, 
1950  was  26  as  compared  with  30  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCmiSTAI^CES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

During  the  year  samples  in  respect  of  1 8 properties  were 
taken  from  wells  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  but 
two  were  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

In  8 instances,  as  a mains  supply  was  available,  the 
owners  were  asked  to  provide  a piped  supply  to  each  property. 

With  regard  to  the  remaining  cases,  as  no  alternative 
supply  was  available,  the  users  were  advised  to  boil  the  water 
before  using  it  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  progress  made  with  regard  to  schemes  for  supplying 
mains  v^ater  in  various  parts  of  the  district  is  as  follows: 

Cold  Newton  and  Lowesby.  It  is  anticipated  this  scheme  v\/ill 
be  commenced  in  the  near  future. 

Newton  Harcourt.  This  scheme  will  be  commenced  immediately 
the  necessary  piping  becomes  a%?-ailable. 
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Marefield.  A a c home  for  the  provision  of  a mains  supply  for 
this  parish  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Wate  ^ Shortai^e.  No  serious  shortages  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

Number  of  canes  in  which  piped  supply  was 

substituted  for  well  water  ...  73 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

The  number  of  known  cesspools  at  the  end  of  1950  was  519 
and  during  the  year  some  4-000  emptyings  were  carried  out. 

Regular  inspections  of  sewers  and  sewer  dykes  were  made 
and  where  any  sewers  were  found  to  be  fractured  or  choked 
immediate  repair:  were  carried  out. 


Regular  attention  has  been  given  to  outfall  ditches  in 
order  to  keep  them  as  clear  as  possible. 

Great  G-len  and  Burton  Overy.  The  main  drainage  scheme  for 
these  parishes  io  in  operation  and  only  a few  property 
connections  have  to  be  made  in  order  to  complete  the  scheme. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  with  the  re-drainage  of 
properties  where  it  has  been  found  that  the  existing  drainage 
system  is  defective. 


The  Council  has  adopted  the  scheme  whereby  financial 
assistance  is  given  to  ovi^ners  undertaking  the  conversion  of 
privy  pails  to  water  closets.  This  is  a valuable  incentive 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  though  the  scheme  has  only 
been  in  operation  about  two  months  some  55  elcsets  have  been 
converl'ed  to  water  closets. 


Houghton,  Stoughton  and  Billesdon.  These  schemes  have  been 
approved  and  authority  to  proceed  is  awaited. 


Skef fingt on . An  Informal  Inquiry  has  been  held  into  this 
scheme  and  the  observations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  are 
awaited. 


Tilton  and  Keyham.  These  schemes  have  been  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  consideration. 


Closet  Ac commoda pi on . 

Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end 
Privies 

Pail  Glosots  ...  ...  ... 

Pater  Closets  


of  1950 

5 

...  1107 

...  1344 


Dumber  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  v\?ater 
carriage  system  during  the  year  ...  82 


Public  C le an s i r.f 

No  new  dev--  ].Gpments  have  taken  place  in  this  service 
during  the  year.  The  arrangements  have  been  working 
satisfactorily  and  very  few  complaints  were  received. 


Nightsoil  and  the  contents  of  cesspools  are  disposed 
of  on  agricultural  land  whilst  household  refuse  is  dealt 
with  by  controlled  tipping. 
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SANITARY  II^PSGTION  OF  THS  AREA 


The  particulars  given  under  this 

Heading  are 

for 

all 

purposes  including  those 

given  elsewhere  in  this 

Report ; - 

Total  number  of  complaints  received 

000  000 

242 

Total  number  of  defects 

or  nuisances 

discovered 

232 

Nature  of  inspections: 

Inspects  d 

Re- 

inspected 

Animal  keeping  ... 

• • • • • 

3 

Bakehouses  

• • • • • 

2 

1 

Drainage  Y/orks  ... 

• • • • • 

178 

270 

Dwelling  houses  ... 

• • • « • 

279 

321 

Pood  premises  ... 

• • • • • 

6 

10 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

• • • • • 

5 

- 

Refuse  collection  . . 

• • • • • 

207 

— 

Schools  

• • • • • 

7 

5 

Shops  

0 0 0 0 0 

13 

8 

Slaughter  houses  & Meat 

inspection 

1 

- 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

00  0 0 0 

37 

3 

Verminous  premises 

• 0 0 0 0 

1 

1 

water  supplies  ... 

0 0 0 0 0 

VO 

61 

Workshops,  etc.  ... 

0 0 0 0 0 

40 

- 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  .. 

11 

- 

Miscellaneous  ... 

0 0 0 0 0 

42 

25 

872  705 


Notices 

Preliminary 

Hous ing 

Other 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  1950 

- 

16 

Issued  during  the  year  

87 

228 

Complied  with  during  year  

83 

243 

Statutory  action  necessary  . ... 

- 

- 

Outstanding  31st  December  1950  ... 

4 

1 

S tatut  ory 

Outstanding  1st  January  1950  ... 

- 

- 

Issued  during  year  ... 

1 

- 

Complied  with  during  year  

- 

- 

Outstanding  31st  December  1950  ... 

1 

- 

Pest  Control 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice 

All  servers,  sewer  dykes,  sev^age  tanka  and  refuse 
tips  in  the  area  vvere  given  two  treatments  during  the 
year.  The  few  complaints  with  respect  to  rats  on 
private  properties  were  investigated  and  where  help 
and  advice  were  needed,  this  was  given. 

( b ) Insects 

One  house  was  found  to  be  infested  with  fleas 
during  the  year  and  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

In  view  of  the  type  of  tenant  selected  for  our  new 
Council  Houses,  preventive  treatment  is  not 
considered  necessary. 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  no  Camping  Sites  in  the  area.  The  Council 
did  agree  however  to  the  issue  of  licences  for  the  siting 
and  occupation  of  5 caravans.  3 of  these  were  for 
(^•ccupation  by  agricultural  v;orkers. 
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H 0 U S I N G 


Inspection  of  Gwellinp,  Houses  during  the  Year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dv'elling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  142 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  235 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  under 
sub-head  (i)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  1 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation ...  ...  109 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  ''Vithout  Service  of  Formal  Notice 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  ) 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  ) 83 

Authority  or  their  Officers  ) 

Number  rendered  fit  by  Ovmers  ) 


A good  deal  of  repair  work  has  been  done  to  some  of  the 
older  type  cottages  in  the  district. 

Action  under  Statutory  Pov;ers  during  the  Year 

Number  of  Notices  served  1 


'Ve  do  not  condemn  houses  unless  they  become  actually 
dangerous . 

Thurnby  Camp 

The  deterioration  of  huts  on  this  camp  continued  and  se  veral 
huts  were  pulled  dovm  as  they  became  vacant.  There  are  now  only 
28  families  in  occupation. 

Provision  of  New  Houses  during  the  Year 

118  Post  ¥ar  houses  have  already  been  erected  by  this  Council, 
20  of  these  during  1950,  and  38  more  are  at  the  moment  under 
cons  truction . 

Land  has  been  secured  and  negotiations  are  taking  place  in 
respect  of  8 sites  in  various  parts  of  the  area  on  which  to  erect 
further  houses. 

The  Council  are  erecting  bungalov«/s  in  a few  Parishes  for 
aged  people. 

At  the  end  of  1950  there  were  256  applicants  on  the  Council's 
Housing  List,  and  new  applications  are  being  received  daily. 
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INSPECTION  AIID  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Milk  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  details  of 
Biological  Milk  Samples  taken  in  the  area. 

Number  of  samples  taken  59 

Number  of  samples  negative 

to  My  CO.  Tuberculosis  1+3 

Number  of  samples  with 

evidence  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  3 

7 guinea  pigs  died  and  no  result  was  notified. 

Ice  Cream 

8 premises  in  the  Rural  District  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Byelaws  for  the  Handling,  Vrapping  and  Delivery  of  Pood  and 
Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and 
will  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  during 
1951. 


Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  during  the  year 
in  premises  where  food  is  prepared.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
conditions  in  these  premises  are  excellent. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  YOUm 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


10,  High  Street, 
Melton  Mowbray. 
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L3I23SMSHKE_C0UNTY_CpUNCIL 

IMi2n§l_He^th_Se^ice_Act_^j^46 

Section  26  - Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Billesdon  Rural  District- 

Number  of  children  who  were  immunised  during  the  period 
tst  January  - 31st  December,  1950 


f T-  T-  X-  T-  4-  |~r  4-  I- 4-  S-  V f 4-  i-  T T- T-  I- -r  T 


i . e . 

Age 

31.12 

born 

at 

.30 

in  year 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Boos  ter 
Dose . 

Under 

1 

1950 

9 

- 

1 

1949 

37 

-> 

2 

1948 

27 

- 

3 

1947 

5 

- 

4 

1946 

1 

3 

5 

1945 

3 

19 

6. 

1944 

- 

18 

7 

1943 

2 

3 

8 

1942 

- 

3 

9 

1941 

- 

2 

10 

1940 

- 

1 

11 

1939 

- 

- 

12 

1938 

- 

- 

13 

1937 

- 

14 

1936 

~ 

84 

49 

iy,, 


* 


.1- 


■■■  • .. 


■'Q 

'.7 


-f 


